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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully submit this Information Disclosure Statement and 
accompanying PTO 1449 form pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98 to comply with the duty of 
disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner the prior art references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449. As required, copies of the references in the "Foreign Patent 
Documents" and "Other References" sections are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 
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English translations for allWthe foreign language references are not reaaily available to 
applicants. However, Applicants note that the reference DE 1953056 corresponds to U.S. Patent 
No. 5,656,716. An English language abstract has been provided for JP 52-148593. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not a representation that the documents cited 
herein are considered most pertinent, or that a search has been undertaken, or that any of the 
cited documents is indeed prior art. The Examiner is invited to undertake an independent search. 

Pursuant to Rule 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b), an Information Disclosure Statement shall be 
considered by the Patent Office if filed before the mailing date of the first Official Action on the 
merits. As this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before a first Official 
Action, no fee is believed to be necessary for it. However, if any fee is found to be due, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge such fee, or credit any overpayment in such fees, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0540. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider and make of record the 
documents cited herein. 
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